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1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters. 

3 He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness

for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil,

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff,

they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

forever.

PSALM 23



Order of Service
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Rick Burrows 
SONG LEADER 

Phillip Thomas
OPENING PRAYER

Tony Bonsu
HYMN 23 - OUR GOD, HE IS ALIVE
A LIFE WELL LIVED (OBITUARY)

Nancy Asiamah-Yeboah
HYMN 853 - WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN 

READING - PSALM 23
MESSAGE

Kevin Hunter
HYMN 77 - GLORIFY THY NAME

HYMN 4 - TO GOD BE THE GLORY
REMEMBERING VIVIAN

Alex Asante
Victoria, Craig and Nancy Asiamah-Yeboah

HYMN 989 - SOON VERY SOON 
CLOSING PRAYER

Peter Dwomoh
RECESSIONAL



      ivian Gifty Nana Yaa Achiaa Osei-Cobbina was born on  
      Thursday, June 13, 1963 in Amakom, Kumasi, Ghana at  
      Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital. Vivian was the only
      child of Madam Grace Aikins and the last-born child of  
     Mr. Francis Osei-Cobbina, who passed away when Vivian was  
     a toddler. Vivian started her education at the Asawasi Day Care  
     Centre in Kumasi from 1967 to 1969. From there she joined  
     the Christian Preparatory School, newly established by
     Dr. & Mrs. Obeng of the Bomso Church of Christ. When her  
     mother, Grace, was transferred from Kumasi to Accra in 1973  
     for work, she left Christian Preparatory School to join her  
     mother in Accra. In Accra, Vivian was enrolled at the Datus  
     School Complex, one of the top private basic schools at the 
time. She was industrious, hardworking and very clever.

In 1976, Vivian sat for the Common Entrance Examination. She passed 
with good grades and gained admission to one of the best girls’ schools 
in Ghana, Mfanstiman Girls Secondary School in Saltpond. In 1981, 
while studying with a focus on Science, Vivian wrote &amp; passed her
O-Levels. She graduated from Mfanstiman apart of the Class of 1983. 
She went back to Mfanstiman Girls to do her A-Levels from 1981 to
1983.

As apart of her mandatory National Service, Vivian worked as a senior 
officer for the Ghana Customs and Prevntative Services in Accra.  During this time she was 
introduced to Kwabena and eventually got engaged in in Ghana. The couple migrated to 
Lachine, Quebec, Canada, and were married on November 17, 1990 at Lachine Church of 
Christ. In December 1991, Vivian gave birth to Victoria, her first child.

Vivian then migrated to Toronto in 1993, where she gave birth to her second child and first son  
Craig. Around this time, Vivian and family placed membership at Bayview Church of Christ  
      where they worshipped for many years. Vivian   
      gave birth to her third child Nancy, named after Vivian’s  
      grandmother the late Madam Nancy Adams, in 1995. On  
      November 16, 1996, Vivian officially became apart of  
      the Ontario Nurses’ Association and began working  
      full-time in St. Michael’s Hospital Neonatal Intensive  
      Care Unit (NICU). By the time of her death, Vivian had  
      accomplished an illustrious 24-year career as a Regis- 
      tered Nurse in the NICU, having served as the Team  
      Leader for multiple years throughout.

V
A Life Well Lived



After separating from her first husband in 1995, Vivian 
worked incredibly hard raising her three children in 
Leslieville, Toronto as a single mother. In the late 90s,
Vivian’s mother Grace, migrated to Canada where she 
would assist in taking care of the children. In June 2005, 
Vivian graduated from Ryerson University and received her 
Bachelors of Science in Nursing (BScN) after completing a 
Post-Diploma degree. Around this time, Vivian was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 Breast Cancer. She received
radiation and chemotherapy treatments and went into 
remission in 2006.

In August 2005, Vivian and her family started a new chapter in their lives, moving to a home in 
Brampton, Ontario. In Brampton, Vivian and her family placed membership at Bramalea Church 
of Christ. Being the social butterfly that she was, Vivian became one of the founding members 
of the Mfanstiman Old Girls’Association-Canada Chapter in 2008, and subsequently served as 
the Vice-President until her passing. Being so tenacious, in 2009, Vivian started her second job 
as a Case Worker at CCAC in Brampton Civic Hospital where she would work part-time
and casually.
       In 2012, Vivian and Alex began dating and would   
       eventually marry on June 4th, 2016. That same   
       year marked Vivian’s 20 th year as a Registered   
       Nurse in the NICU at St. Mike’s.

       Vivian was diagnosed with Stage Four liver and   
       pancreatic cancer after stopping work in July 2019.  
       Facing the disease for a second time, Vivian fought  
       her battle with everything that she could, diligently  
       attending chemotherapy appointments for nine
       months. Vivian ceased chemotherapy treatments in  
       mid-May of 2020, which eventually confined her   
       to hospital. In early June, 2020, she was transferred  
       to extended palliative care at Bethell Hospice in   
       Inglewood, Ontario, where she was very happy,   
       comfortable and surrounded by close family.
       Vivian was called to Heaven at 9:43 a.m. on    
       Friday, June the 12 th , 2020 – just one day
       shy of her 57 th birthday. She was 56 years old.   
       Vivian is survived by her mother Madam Grace   
       Aikins, husband Alex Asante, three Children, 
Victoria, Craig and Nancy. Isabella and several other siblings in the United States, the United 
Kingdom,and Ghana. As well as numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews globally.
May her faithful soul Rest in Perfect Peace.

A Life Well Lived



You were an amazing mother. Your unconditional 
love and compassion was extraordinary. 

You set the expectation that we would pursue 
higher education like you did. 

You sacrificed your time to make sure we were 
taken care of. You went through a lot in your life 
and instead of letting moments slow you down, 
you worked harder to provide for us. 

You taught us the importance of faith. Your 
relationship with God is an inspiration. You 
relied on him throughout your life and trusted 
that he would always take care of you. God’s 
timing is the best, we may not fully understand 
now but our faith tells us that we will see you 
again in heaven.

You will always be in our hearts.

-Victoria, Craig, and Nancy

...the Mother
Remembering Vivian



...the Daughter

...the Loving Wife

Remembering Vivian



Nana Yaa, my sister !!!
We had a fabulous childhood. We all grew up together, 
there were 8 of us, 6 girls and 2 guys. Nana Yaa, Sis. 
Naana, Auntie Stella & Sis Ewurajoa (Auntie Beatrice, 
London) were the big sisters, abt a year between each of 
them. Jacqueline and myself were the next in line & 
Mansa, (Antie Justina) was the youngest. Nana Boakye 
(the late) and Paa Ekow Ackah were the guys.

We spent our holidays together at Nhyieso in Kumasi & 
we all looked forward to that.When O-Grace was trans-
ferred to Accra, Vivian & l joined her in Accra.

You were a good big sister. Intelligent,  caring, soft but 
very firm & very clever. You were also a good cook.
Even though you'd lived abroad for the past 30yrs or so, 
you were very much involved in all matters related to the 
family. 

Nana, you have fought a good fight & won the race. Sleep 
well till we meet again.

Love,
“Baby” Gina (Ghana)It is with deep sorrow that we bid our dear sister 

farewell, but as the song goes, “It is well, it is 
well with my soul”.

Vivian was selfless, illustrious, meticulous, and 
loving. Her dedication to her line of duty as a 
nurse and family member was exemplary. She 
was very femily-oriented and even though she 
lived abroad, she was very much involved in 
family issues in Ghana and always shared her 
ideas and resources when needed.

Obaa Yaa, your good works will forever be 
remembered.  Today, your journey on Earth has 
ended and you shall wake no more to toil and 
weep. 

You have fought a good fight and we say 
“Ayekoo”!

May the good Lord grant you a Perfect Rest in 
His bosom.

-On Behalf of all the Family Members in Ghana

...the Sister
Remembering Vivian



It’s always a blessing to have family as it is the bond that ties us 
together, it is the bond that has no limit and it is the bond that no 
one can break. I will never forget the time Vivian and the children 
came to visit me and the family in Bristol it was and still is a 
testament to how far we have come. My sister will never be 
forgotten through the memory of children and the memory of our 
family and whilst she is no longer here in the physical she will 
always be with us in the spiritual. 

Love,
Nana (UK)

Vivian is my younger sister from my father’s side. 
She was a very helpful, kind person. Whenever I 
was in need she was always there for me. l wll 
miss her for the rest of my life. May her soul rest 
in perfect peace.

-Isabella (Canada)

Knowing that Vivian had lived a long, purposeful happy life 
definitely brings me peace knowing that I have to say goodbye 
to her, even though losing her remains sad.

Vivian and I grew too far apart after I migrated to the UK and 
she migrated to Canada. The constant theme whenever we 
spoke was how industrious, hardworking and loving she was 
and the best mother to her 3 beautiful children. Living miles 
apart, we loved each other dearly. She was always a phone call 
or Facebook message away. 

A woman as humble and loving as my dear sister will always 
be remembered by those of us who knew her and loved her.

Nana Yaa, my dear cousin and sister all in one. Rest in perfect 
peace, until we meet again.

-Josephine, Cousin (United Kingdom)

I knew my cousin Vivian very briefly when my dad 
passed away in 1987.  Vivian was the last born of 
my uncle Osei Kwabena and I got to know very little 
about her but her love and compassion for her 
Aunties made me fall in love with her. Her smiles 
and calmness whenever she visited my mum Maame 
Badu at Lartehbiokorshie won our hearts.  I remem-
ber a day when mum said that she did not have any 
money that day but Vivian out of no where appeared 
and give her money. The testimony can go on and 
on. But for us she left a mark that will forever be 
with us. 

Death took away our precious sister, friend, cousin 
and mother. She will forever be in our hearts. 
Rest in peace cousin.

Antie Beatrice 
AKA Aunti Aba  (UK)



“Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there’s a trail of beautiful 
memories”
Obaa Yaa. Onua pa. My beautiful maid of honour. Your life 
was a blessing. Your memory, a

treasure. You are loved beyond words and missed beyond 
measure.
Rest in peace and know that we’ll never forget you.

With love,
Doris (Ghana)

You are always smiling even when your heart 
is boiling.  You are a missionary, taking the 
gospel from your homeland Ghana into the 
hinterlands of North America. You rose from 
the field of a trained Customs Officer in the 
Ghana Revenue Office into a qualified RN in 
the health services of Canada where your love 
for humanity was put on full display. You 
worked hard to take care of your three lovely 
children when your first marriage broke 
down. When sickness knocked you down for 
the first time you rose up like the real Yaa 
Asantewah by beating all the odds. But when 
the sickness came again your heavenly father 
decided to call you to himself. You left a 
legacy of excellence, selflessness, love for 
humanity, perseverance and faith. Until we 
meet again in the bosom of the heavenly 
father, rest in perfect peace.

-George Akpabli Sr. (Ghana)

...the Dear Friend
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My Ride or Die

Nana Yaa. I love you so much. I miss our daily phone calls. 
Just talking and laughing so hard over nothing. My heart 
physically hurts best friend. I will forever cherish the bond 
we shared and trust we had in each other. Can’t believe you 
are gone Nana. May the Lord keep your soul till I see. Rest 
easy my love.

-Jean Obeng (United States)

Obaa Yaa, I thank our God for these 38 plus years I 
was blessed to know and call you my sister and 
friend. We no longer can walk hand in hand here on 
earth, but you will always be in my heart. I will 
mourn and weep because you are gone, I will also 
rejoice forevermore because of your relief from those 
dreadful physical burdens you carried for these past 
few months, and the rest you now receive!

You lived a life of worthy of emulation by all, and 
some of us will forever be grateful to you and will 
forever be missed. Obaa Yaa till we meet again, Fare 
Thee Well my sister and my friend!

-Victor Smart Quarshie ,“Toshay” (Ghana)

Vivian or Vii, as I affectionately call her, is like a 
sister to me. 

Vii and I go all the way back to when we were 
young ladies in the Church in Ghana. When I had 
my first child, she came and helped me take care 
of her. Also the night before she moved to Canada 
she made palava sauce (a type of spinach stew) for 
me, which is my favorite dish. She is a woman 
who loves the Lord, her extended family, her mom 
and especially her children. Even though we lived 
in different countries, throughout the years we 
stayed in touch with each other. We shared memo-
ries of what was going on in our lives, and that of 
our children’s. We continued to meet throughout 
the years at church conferences in the US and 
Canada.  One of our last conversations together 
was in May of 2020, and during that conversation, 
we shared a lot with each other that I will hold 
forever in my heart. She will be missed dearly. 

-Love, Mercy Duncan (United States)



Our memories of Vivian cover a span of 25 years and 
more. We counted her as a dear sister in Christ and will 
always treasure the time we had with her and her family 
at Bayview and the close contacts she maintained after 
she moved to Brampton. 

We will fondly remember her beautiful smile and gentle, 
quiet spirit. We greatly admired Vivian and always 
thought of her as one of the finest and strongest women 
we ever knew. We were in awe of her when, as a single 
mother of three very young children, she went back to 
school to train as a registered nurse. 

We are so pleased that most recently we invited her to 
present a segment at our Women’s Spiritual Renewal 
Day in April 2018. The theme for the day was “Guard 
Your Heart”. Who was better qualified than a health care 
professional to cover the segment on heart health. We are 
sure some women went home
that day resolved to take better care of themselves. It was 
not long after that Vivian would begin her own valiant 
and final battle with cancer.

In the last difficult months of her illness, some of our 
Bayview ladies were able to attend medical appoint-
ments with Vivian and support her in other ways. Her 
faith was unwavering and she was ready for whatever 
the outcome would be. As always, she distinguished 
herself with the grace and dignity with
which she faced this final challenge.

Vivian, we love you and we are really going to miss you. 
Rest in peace dear friend.

-Bonnie Porter, on behalf of her sisters in Christ at 
Bayview Avenue Church

Vivian, I know her little over 10 years. I’ve not spent 
closer enough to know her more about her personal 
life. But as a Godly woman I know Vivian for her 
spiritual values.

She was valuable not only for her household but also 
to her fellow sisters in Christ. Prov 31:11

She was honorable not only to the community but also 
to the Church Family. Prov 31 :28

She was a model not only to her kids but to all the 
faithful fellow runners. Prov 31: 15

She was a woman of faith- a vision of faith always 
that she dressed up with. Prov 31:30

My heart was broken into pieces when I heard about 
her health condition over 12 months ago.  Her health 
has turned around so quickly to end.  Truly I say, my 
beloved sister Vivian had impacted me in my spiritual 
life.  

As we celebrate the life of my beloved sister in Christ, 
don’t weep for her, her journey is ended by claiming 
her great reward. Wipe your tears, she is in the better 
place than us. Dry your eyes, she has won the Heav-
enly price.

She left a model so that we all can join in His time.

-Sylvia Sabastin, on behalf of her sisters at Bramalea 
Church of Christ

...the Christian
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We write this tribute with a heavy heart, in honor of our 
dear sister, friend and our mentor Vivian Osei - Cobbina. 
  
Sister Vivian, as we affectionately called her, is one of the 
founding members of this association since it was found-
ed over 12 years ago, and as such served as our 
Vice-President till her untimely demise. Sister Vivian was 
an exemplary MOGAN. She lived life demonstrating the 
adage that “silence is golden” and spoke with her action. 

Sister Vivian was a real lady who could be trusted, she 
loved unity and togetherness and that is what she brought 
to MOGA Canada. Even when the members were 
discouraged, she came up with something to bring us 
together.   

We Love and respect you so much Dear Sister. The 
memories are many and the pain is raw.  Whilst we 
grieve, we celebrate your life, a life of a mother, a wife, a 
true friend, a lady and a leader that God gave to us. Your 
demise is without a doubt irreplaceable lost to your 
children, mother, nuclear family and the entire MOGA 
chapters. So we will meet again dear sister, we will sing 
again, laugh again and rejoice again. No more sickness, 
no more pain, nor tears! 

Thank you very much for everything dear sister. You will 
be greatly missed. You’ve earned your rest!!! Safe jour-
ney till we meet again. 

Damirifa Due!!! Damirifa Due!!! Damirifa Due!!!! Due 
Na amandzi Hu!!!Da Yie!!! 

Rest in Perfect Peace and Rest in Power our Lovely 
Sister. 
FOREVER TAKEN AWAY FROM THIS LIFE AS WE 
KNOW IT TO THE BEYOND!

-On Behalf of Mfanstiman Old Girls’ Association 
(MOGA) - Canada Chapter

...the MOGAN
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Vivian was a great person to work with. She was a team 
player, great preceptor, and showed lots of empathy to all 
the families she provided care to their premature babies. 
She was an important part of the St. Michael's Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit ( NICU) team. She will greatly be 
missed.

-On behalf of the Nurses and Doctors at St. Michael’s 
Hospital

...the Nurse
Remembering Vivian



Please use this page to write down any personal memories with Vivian. 
Feel free to also paste any personal 

pictures with Vivian to honour her memory!

Remembering Vivian
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