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Greetings once again from Lae.  We continue to pray for you, asking 
our Father for His continual protection and provision in this midst of 
this highly troubling year.  May He continue to work in each of our 
lives regardless of whatever trials and frustrations we face. 

 We are slowly emerging from the ‘wetter’ season and it is certainly 
getting hotter.  The past couple of months have been slow due to an 
ongoing game of “Malaria volleyball” which Miring and I have been 
playing.  She started it in mid-September.  A week later I was 
down.  By mid-October, Miring was down again, and the next week 
me again.  During the first week of November, Miring started her 

third (and hopefully last!) treatment and I’m hoping that I am now clear.  Growing 
resistance to the current treatments is a huge factor, along with inadequate quantities 
of treatment being given by private clinics.  I heard not long ago that reported cases of 
Malaria in P.N.G. have increased by more than 400% in the past 5 years. 

 Despite illness, some progress was made in printing song books and starting to 
process books left to the M.B.C. Library by former missionary, Rose Cobb, who worked 
in Lae from 1989-2010.  Following the last report, early missionaries to P.N.G., Rick & 
Ruth Niland, contacted me and provided a very great blessing in the form of a new 
paper cutter to replace the broken stack cutter!  It arrived from Australia on September 
28th.  We continue to praise God for their thoughtfulness and assistance.  I was looking 
at having to cut the paper 8 pages at a time with a regular paper cutter, but this new 
addition will cut several books at a time. 

 Another blessing to the M.B.C. Library arrived on October 6th, when our new printer 
was delivered.  After a bit of financial juggling, a very much appreciated contribution 
from the Johnson family in Brisbane, and a large loan, we purchased the upgraded 
model of the printer (Kycera Taskalfa) that we have been using since 2014, at the cost 
of nearly CN$2,700.  I had hoped to keep the old printer going for the time being, but 
was facing having to once again replace the drum.  The last time it cost more than 
K2,000 (CN$800+) for the replacement and labour.  Given the age, ‘mileage’ and 
frequency in repairs, replacing the printer was the better option.  
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The new printer.
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"Mange" with nephew Dien Honeo (left), niece Miring Maronga

(right), and daughter Natak Moro (front).

September and October were a sad time for us.  In past reports, I’ve mentioned 
Miring’s cousin, Natak, many times – first with marital struggles, and then as she 
returned to Indagen to be reunited with her husband in April.  Natak & Zawo’s 
youngest son, Dimas, had Tuberculosis of the brain when he was a young child and 
was left severely handicapped.  After several months of declining health, Dimas 
passed away on September 27th.  He was 15-16 years of age.  Following his death, 
Natak’s mother – in her mid-to-late 80s and battling Parkinson’s or something similar 
– quit eating.  She spent most of her time caring for Dimas and the grief in his 
passing was too much.  She also passed away on October 9th.  She was Miring’s last 
living aunt and Rose Yadasuk’s grandmother (Rose being our former roommate, and 
Rose’s mother, Irip, being Natak’s sister).  Please hold the family in prayer.  We have 
been very grateful for the time we got to spend with Dimas and "Mange" (pronounced 
‘mung-gay’ and meaning “mama”) in July while in Indagen. 
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Dimas with mother Natak. 

On October 31st, Robyn and Taylor David came to stay.  They were both also down with Malaria 
and struggling greatly.  We have been enjoying our time together.  Taylor returned to their 
home outside of Lae yesterday, and Robyn will stay with us for the next couple of weeks while 
she completes her college assignments.  This couple has been a full-time part of the Prayer 
Points section of this report in recent years, due to Taylor’s brain tumour and frequent 
seizures.  They are both recovering now from the Malaria, but please continue to hold them in 
prayer as they continue to find help for Taylor’s condition.
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Robyn and Taylor David. 

Covid-19 Update 

Thank you for your prayers over recent months for myself and the church here in P.N.G. 
There continues to be much confusion with regards to the path Covid-19 has taken in the 
country. Current statistics are at 599 cases, now in 15 provinces, with 7 deaths.  
Conspiracy theories are rampant as well as general ignorance about the virus and very 
little public awareness being done or protective measures kept in place.  A friend in town 
told me last week that Covid was over and that we shouldn’t be worrying needlessly. This 
reflects the attitude of many people here.  We remain truly thankful for your prayers as 
well as God’s protection.  We also continue to pray for you as the world goes into another 
difficult time.
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Prayer Points: 

1.  Miring & I, recovering from ongoing Malaria. 

2. Natak and family, with the loss of Dimas and Mange. 

3. The Mesa family, following the death of Jab’s aunt in October. 

4. Taylor & Robyn David.  Recovering from Malaria, while still waiting for more definitive answers 
regarding Taylor’s brain tumour.  He is struggling greatly with seizures.  

5. Brother Don Hipwell, from my home congregation at Fenwick, ON – undergoing medical testing. 

6. Migi (also called Hezron) Jimi, a young Christian from Indagen, currently in hospital here in Lae 
with cranial Tuberculosis.  His mother, Ziring, was one of my literature students a few years 
ago. 

7. The Covid-19 situation worldwide, as well as here in P.N.G. and the government’s handling of it. 

8. My own plans to travel home, and for God’s timing. 

I look forward to seeing some of you later this year, travel time not yet set.


With love in Him,

 


Ruth
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